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Building Inspection

] Emergency Escape/Egress Window

The following information is provided as a general guide to assist property owners or contractors installing an egress
window. If you have any additional questions, please contact the Building Department at 651-430-8825.

REQUIREMENTS
1. A completed building permit application.
2. If awindow well is required, a copy of a Certificate of Survey or site plan drawn to scale showing property lines,
existing buildings and the proposed window well location.
3. Two (2) copies of building plans. All structural members must be sized to properly support all loads. The
following items must be included with the egress window plans:
a. All dimensions of the egress window and/or window well drawn to scale.
b. Complete elevation drawing of the elevation to be altered. The window elevation should show what level
the window is on and how many stories are above it.
c. A section showing the header size, the distance of the window sill to the floor and the depth of the window
well if applicable.
d. Type and size of all materials used.

PICKING UP THE PERMIT - Your application will be reviewed for code compliance and setback requirements. Permit
fees will be calculated and you will be notified when the permit is ready. Before digging, call Gopher State One to locate
utilities 48 hours in advance.

CALLING FOR INSPECTIONS
Please call (651) 430-8825 24 hours in advance for inspections. The following inspections are required:

1. FRAMING INSPECTION — Before interior and exterior coverings are installed and window well is complete.

2. FINAL INSPECTION — When interior and exterior are
complete and window is fully trimmed and window well Double Hung
finished. Edge of open Clear opening must be

window
BUILDING CODE REQUIREMENTS S S areec S
. . . square feet if grade
1. Basements, habitable attics and every sleeping room shall P—
have at least one operable emergency and rescue opening. -
The required emergency and rescue opening in the bedrooms

h 4

located in the basement satisfies the requirement of the
basement having an emergency and rescue opening.
2. The bottom sill of egress windows shall be no more than 44
above the finished floor height. P Min.
3. Egress windows shall have a clear opening, measured when o 0.inches
the operable part of the window is completely open, of 5.7
square feet and meeting the following minimum dimensions:
a. Minimum clear opening width = 20”
b. Minimum clear opening height = 24"
c. Grade floor openings are allowed to have a minimum T 4
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net clear opening of 5 square feet. =

4. Egress windows shall be operational from the inside of the m § =
room without the use of keys, tools or special knowledge. Clear opening must be =

5. All windows must have a minimum U-Factor of 0.32 in 5.7 square feet, or 5 Min. A

i %
accordance with the 2015 Minnesota Energy Code, Table square feet if grade 20 inches
R402.1.1. floor opening. .

-

6. Smoke detectors must be in all bedrooms, hallways leading to
bedrooms and on every level of the home in accordance with the 2015 Minnesota Residential Code R314.

7. Carbon Monoxide detectors must be installed within 10’ of all bedrooms in accordance with the 2015 Minnesota
Residential Code R315.
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WINDOW WELLS
1. Below grade egress windows shall be installed with an
egress window well meeting the following minimum
dimensions:

a.

Minimum horizontal area of 9 square feet with
minimum dimensions of 36”X36” and to allow the
window to be fully opened.

Ladders or steps shall be required from window

WELL 5
AREA 5
] - LADDER
(Required
CASEMENT 36" mi | if well is over
WINDOW J’“‘ 44" deep.)
(Open position) N\ atoammmaaaaa e oo

wells deeper than 44” and are allowed to project a

PLAN or TOP VIEW

maximum of 6” into the required dimensions of the
window well.

Ladders or rungs shall be permanently fixed and have a minimum interior width of 12, project at least 3

from the wall of the well and spaced no more than 18” on center vertically for the full height of the well.

2. Window wells are allowed to be covered with covers or screens provided that the net clear opening length and
width of the cover or screen when open meets that of the egress window itself as stated earlier. Such devices
shall be releasable or removable from the inside without the use of a key, tool, special knowledge or force greater
than what is required for normal operation of the egress window.

3. Egress windows may be placed under decks or other projections provided the window can be fully opened and
provides a path not less than 36” in height to a yard or court.

4. 42" minimum frost depth shall be maintained along the foundation.

5. Window wells shall be designed for proper drainage by connecting to the building’s foundation drainage system or
by approved alternative method.

Deck or other projection N

O

Existing elevation

[

with existing
windows

New Window
and Well

minimum

\ 36 inches

44 inches

maximum
(or ladder)

42" frost

Layer of g_ranular fill

coverage

for water absorption.

maximum

44 inches

Attach to existing

drain tile if available.

Elevation

Side View Section
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Calculating open area for window in square feet

Width
Height

20" { 21" 22" 23" | 24"} 25" | 26" | 27" | 28" ] 29" | 30" | 31" | 32" 33" | 34" [ 35" | 36"
24" 33| 35| 37| 38| 40| 42| 43| 45| 47| 48| 50| 52| 53| 55| 57| 58| 6.0
26" 36| 38| 40| 42| 43| 45| 47| 49| 51| 52| 54| 56| 58| 60| 61| 63] 65
28" 39| 41| 43| 45| 47| 49| 51| 53| 54| 56| 58| 60| 62| 64| 66| 68 7.0
30" 42| 44| 46| 48| 50| 52| 54| 56| 58} 60| 63} 65| 67| 69| 71| 73| 7.5
32" 44| 471 49| 51 53| 56| 58| 60| 62| 84| 6.7] 69| 71 73| 76| 78] 80
34" 47| 50| 52| 54| 57| 59| 61| 64| 66) 68| 71| 73] 76| 78| 80| B3| 85
36" 50f 53} 55| 58| 60| 63| 65| 68| 70| 73| 75| 78| 80| 83| 85{ 88| 90
38" 53| 55} 58| 61| 63| 66| 69| 7.1| 74} 7.7| 7.9} 82| 84| 87| 9.0| 9.2 95
40" 56| 58| 61| 64| 67| 69| 72| 75| 78| 81| 83| 86| 89| 92| 94| 97]10.0
42" 58| 61| 64| 67| 70| 7.3} 76| 79| 82| 85) 88| 9.0} 93| 96| 99| 102|105
44" 61| 64| 67| 70| 78| 76{ 79 83| 86| 89| 92| 95| 98)10.1]| 104|107 11.0
46" 64} 67| 70{ 73| 77) 80] 83| 86 89| 93| 96| 100|102 105]108] 11.21 11.5
48" 67| 70| 73( 7.7{ 80| 83| 87| 90| 93| 9.7[10.0] 103107 11.0| 11.3] 11.7] 120
50" 69| 73| 76| 80| 83| 87 90| 94| 97} 10.1|104] 108|111 11.5| 11.8] 122|125
52" 721 76| 79| 83| 87| 90| 94} 986|101} 105|108 112 11.6| 11.9]| 123126 13.0
54" 751 79| 83| 86| 90| 94| 98| 101|105 109[11.3| 11.6) 120|124 128 13.1| 135
56" 78| 82| 86| 89| 93| 97| 101105 109 | 11.3 | 11.7 | 121 | 12.4 | 128 | 13.2| 136 | 14.0
58" 80| 85| 89 93| 97| 101 105[ 109|113 11.7| 121} 125|129 13.3]| 13.7| 14.1| 145
60" 83| 88| 92| 96100 104|108 11.3| 117|121 125] 128 13.3| 138 14.2]| 146 | 15.0
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